Toastmasters International

Presidents Club

District 14, Division D, Area 44, Club 1713
Record of Meeting

Date: June 15, 2011
Location: East Cobb Government Center

Toastmaster: 
· Ernie Pollitzer
Call to Order:
· Meeting called to order at 7:00 pm by Sgt of Arms: Suthum Cobkit
Invocation and Pledge of Allegiance:
· Kumar Choudhuri gave the invocation and led the Pledge of Allegiance.
· Americans love their flag, it inspires them. I have traveled to 15 countries and none are like America in their love of the flag. Even designers such as Tommy Hilfiger have put the flag in clothing designs. Our founding fathers saw the wisdom in encouraging immigrants to fly the flag. The flag is not just a piece of cloth and ink. The red stands for valor, blue for vigilance, whit for purity, stars for the heavens and stripes are rays of lf light from the sun.

· The new flag and stand donated to the Cobb Government Center by the club was put in place.

Business Meeting:

· Business meeting led by President Judy Anderson.
· The Presidents club has reached all ten goals to achieve the Toastmasters Presidents Distinguished club award this year.

· Judi presented the slate of officers for the coming year.

· President – Eric Holtzclaw

· VP Education – Roslyn Dodell

· VP Membership – Judi Rogers

· VP Public Relations – Mack Miller

· Sergeant at Arms – Sutham Cobkit
· Secretary – Debbie Field

· Treasurer- - Clemmie Scott

· Rush Netterville moved that the slate of officers be elected. Ifiok Moses seconded the motion. The motion unanimously passed.
· Judy thanked the officers from the previous year for their service.

· On June 29th we are meeting at the East Cobb Park. Please RSVP.

· The areas have been reorganized and we are no in area 34. Shami Brown in our new Area Governor.

· Jim Dawson moved that we invite the new Area Governor to our July 20th meeting to induct the incoming officers. Derek Broyard seconded the motion. Motion passed.

Helpers:
Joke Master: Justin Cobkit
Vote Counter: Tom Brandon
“Ah Counter”: Jana Harmon
Grammarian: Susan McMullen
Timer: Derek Broyard
Videographer: Rush Netterville

Word of the Day: Epiphany – Sudden insight into meaning of something.
Table Topics:
· Table Topics Master: Ifiok Moses
· Topic: “Colors”
· Susan McMullen: First impression of rainbow – I am a fantasy girl and rainbows meant a pot of gold at the end which I thought I could find. In an airplane I saw a rainbow that was a complete circle. (1 min, 10 sec)
· Jana Harmon: Favorite color – I love colors, I am an artist, I paint portraits. Green means life, it is reflective of the sun and life. She would choose green as a favorite color for its warmth and meaning of life. (1 min, 43 sec)

· Sean Sudduth: What the color blue means to him – I was hoping for an open ended question. Blue makes him think of water which reminds him of his daughter who loves water wherever it is; in the bathtub, in the pool or the dog’s water bowl. He hopes she will learn to swim. (1 min, 08 sec)

· Rob McGoldrick: What he thought of going back to black and white – I would love to go back to black and whit. He recently had an experience at Home Depot purchasing some white ceiling paint. The Home Depot guy asked if I wanted ceiling white, antique white, wall white or some other white. I would go back to black and white but what color of white are we talking about? (1 min, 38 sec)
· Debbie Field: discussing her favorite color for a rose – Working in my yard is a great outlet for me after working ten hours a day behind a desk. Red Knock Out is her favorite rose. (1 min, 02 sec)

· Timer reported that all participants qualified qualified.
Speeches:

“The World’s Greatest Hero… in my book” – Clemmie Scott
· Manual: Competent Communicator, Speech # 9, Persuade with Power, Time 5 – 7 minutes

· Objectives: persuade listeners to adopt our viewpoint or ideas or take some action, appeal to the audience’s interests, use logic and emotion support your position.

Clemmie started his speech by vividly reminding us of the 1992 Atlanta Braves National League Championship Series win over the Pittsburg Pirates. How the braves were down 2 to 1 in the bottom of the 9th inning when Cisco Cabrera came to bat, hit a line drive, two runs score. Braves win! What is a hero? Who is your hero? My heroes include George Washington who led an army that was not very good to victory. He gave up an aristocratic life to lead. Abraham Lincoln – no one liked him until the end of his life when he brought the country back together, Susan B. Anthony, Gandhi, Golda Meir who led a new found nation of Israel despite all the obstacles, Martin Luther King. My heroes include Hayden Healy who played on a baseball team. He never got a hit, never made a great throw. His father was killed in a wreck. At the end of the season his team was playing in the championship game. His team was coming form behind and it came to his turn to bat at the bottom of the last inning. He swung with all his might and the ball dropped behind the second baseman. Two runs scored. When asked how he did it he said his fathers last words to him were to “Play for the team”. Hayden is my hero. (7 min, 21 sec)
“Everyone Deserves a Lifetime” – Charlene Anderson
· Manual: Competent Communicator, Speech # 10, Inspire Your Audience, Time 8 – 10 Minutes

· Objectives: To inspire the audience by appealing to noble motives and challenging the audience to achiever a higher level of beliefs or achievements. Appeal to the audience’s needs and emotions, using stories, anecdotes and quotes to add drama. Avoid using notes.

(9 min, 39 sec)

Everyone deserves a lifetime to celebrat3e one more birthday, to give birth, not to have their life cut short by breast cancer. Susan Koman was diagnosed with breast cancer at the age of 30. She died three years later. Her sister Nancy started the Susan G. Koman foundation which raises money to find a cure for breast cancer. Since its founding in 1982 over 1.5 billion dollars has been raised by the Susan G. Koman foundation. Charlene talked about who gets breast cancer and steps to take to reduce chances of having it and how to reduce the impact of it. Charlene talked about the walk for the cure which is a 60 mile hike over 3 days to raise funds. Slides were shown of this year’s event. Why do we walk; it is for friends and family. So that sweet little girls can grow up. The last slide showed a mass of people waving a shoe in the air. Charlene explained that during the ceremonies at the end of the walk survivors talk about their experience. Walkers take off a shoe and wave it in the air to salute them.
Special Guest Speaker: Ed La Porta
Introduction by Judi Rogers: Ed La Porta was born in Palermo Italy in 1917. Ed excelled in school and came to the US in 1934. He was going to be a mechanical engineer but it was time for WWII. Ed is a hero who served in combat and was a prisoner of war.

Ed La Porta Presentation:

The flag of the USA is not just material sewn together to look pretty. It is a wonder of the world. This flag is envied by all people of the world.

I was a tank driver. I drove for General Patton for three months. One time they were at a stand still and a German plane came over shooing at them. One would come over, than another than another. He herd someone call for help. He opened up turret lid and saw a man bleeding form his shoulder. While being strafed he got out of the tank with a first aid kid and went to help the man. Ed told the details of how he improvised a splint and sling for the man. Why do you do that - under enemy fire! We are taught in basic training to help everyone. You have friends but after your first battle you are no longer friends, you are brothers. You put your life at risk for your brother - without ever thinking about it.

In prison camp he met a soldier named Robert Gardiner “Lefty”. He and Lefty would talk every day. They would sneak food into camp with help from the underground. They would trade cigarettes for items. They were multi billionaires with cigarettes. They would bribe the guards with cigarettes. They were able to obtain band instruments thru the Geneva Convention delegates. Every time they got something they would get punished. But they went on to get baseball equipment. They got punished but they had a baseball team.

A priest would come to camp, Jewish soldiers asked for a Rabbi. The priest said he could get a Rabbi. They told him to tell the Rabbi not to wear his normal clothes, The Germans would not let a Rabbi in and they always monitored the church service. The Rabbi came and soldiers staged a fight outside. The guards went outside to investigate and the Rabbi pulled out his Yamaka and held service for the Jewish soldiers. After 18 to 20 months Lefty got diphtheria. No doctor was available to help him. The guys took care of him. One day it was announced that the camp would be moved. Ed asked about Lefty who could not walk. The Germans said they would just leave him. Ed came up with the idea of making a sled. He put Lefty on the sled and pulled him. From (9 pm to 6 am he pulled Lefty until they got to a rode with such big ruts the sled would not work. Ed than picked Lefty up and carried him. He carried Lefty for eighty five miles. He would look up to the sky and feel the energy to keep walking.
Lefty’s daughter was born while he was overseas. Lefty told Ed that he owed him his life. The war was ending and they were liberated by the Russians. The Russians were going to take them to Russia. Ed said they told the Russians they did not have enough soldiers to take them to Russia and they started walking toward a US sector where a US Company found them.

After returning home Ed went to Pennsylvania to visit Lefty. He knew how to get their from Lefty’s descriptions. When he drove up to Lefty’s house a young lady opened the door with a girl. She looked at him and said, “Oh my God it’s Ed La Porta”. The little girl patted Ed and said, “Thanks Uncle Ed; for saving my daddy”.

I got lefty home because he was my brother. 
· Timer reported that all participants qualified.

· Evaluations:
General Evaluator: Rob McGoldrick
Evaluator for Clemmie Scott – Eric Holtzclaw (2 min, 5 sec)
Evaluator for Charlene Anderson – Jim Dawson (3 min, 28 sec)
· Timer reported that all participants qualified.
Meeting Evaluation:
· Rob McGoldrick gave a general evaluation of meeting.
· Transfer of flag was great.
· I liked Ernie’s explanation of a rainbow.

· Clemmie – thank you for stepping up to make a speech with three hours notice.

· Ed La Porta – Thank you for coming and speaking.

· Charlene finished speech number ten tonight.
Guests and Guest Comments:
· David Clark: Fun to come back for another visit.
Announcements:

· Judi announced that we are celebrating Ed La Porta’s 93rd birthday with cake after the meeting.
· Judy Anderson presented Ed La Porta with and Outstanding Toastmasters pin.
Awards:

Most Enthusiastic Helper – Kumar Choudhuri
Best Table Topics – Rob McGoldrick
Best Evaluator – Jim Dawson
Best Speaker – Clemmie Scott
Attending Members:

Charlene Anderson, Judy Anderson, Tom Brandon, Derek Broyard, Justin Cobkit, Sutham Cobkit, Kumar Choudhuri, Jim Dawson, Roslyn Dodell, Debbie Field, Jana Harmon, Eric Holtzclaw, Ellen Katzowitz, Ed La Porta, Rob McGoldrick, Susan McMullen, Mack Miller, Ifiok Moses, Rush Netterville, Ernie Pollitzer, Judi Rogers, Clemmie Scott, Sean Sudduth
Minutes prepared by Mack Miller
