Toastmasters International

Presidents Club

District 14, Division D, Area 44, Club 1713
Record of Meeting

Date: December 21, 2011
Location: East Cobb Government Center

Theme:  “Happy Holidays to All”
Toastmaster: 

· Rich Hart
Call to Order:

· Meeting called to order at 7:00 pm by Sutham Cobkit.

· Sutham shared a recent speech he gave on the flood in Thailand and the emotions it stirred.
Invocation and Pledge of Allegiance:
· Mack Miller remember to say the Pledge first and then share his thoughts regarding how our predecessors have fought for our rights to celebrate or not celebrate these holidays and how fortunate we are to have these freedoms.
Business Meeting:

· Eric reminded us of the following:
· TM Banquet 1/14/2012 – proposed for Paper Mill Grill.  Sample menus were passed around so members could opine.
· International Speech Contest 1/18/2012
· Area 34 Contest 2/4/2012

· Education meeting at the end of February led by Lisa and Tom.  We will need to find a location.
General Meeting Begins:
Helpers:
Sutham Cobkit


Joke Master
Mack Miller


Videographer (last minute stand in doing double duty)
Eric Holtzclaw


Ah Counter

Vikas Singla

Vote Counter (another stand in doing double duty with an assist f
from Judy Anderson’s daughter, Rosie)
Vikas Singla
 

Timer
Kumar Choudhuri

Grammarian

Judi Rogers


Table Topics Master

Word of the Day:  Ephemeral – short lived
Table Topics:
Table Topics Master – Judi Rogers
Table Topic “The 12 Daze of Christmas”
Judi made minute taking much easier (or impossible) by having 12 TM members act out the 12 days of Christmas as the group sang it (or made a half-hearted effort at singing it).  
All Table Topic speakers qualified

Prior to beginning the speeches, Rich shared some good feedback regarding introductions.  The point of the introduction is not only to introduce the speaker, but to begin to get the listeners engaged.  He provided examples with each introduction.
Speeches:
“Is Peace Possible” – Lisa Goodman
(Manual: ACM Project #5: Speaking To Inform; Time: 6-8 min)

Objectives:

· Research and analyze an abstract concept, theory, historical force or a Social/Political issue,
· Presents ideas in a clear and interesting manner
Lisa provided a PowerPoint presentation as she related the historical accounts of the continued Arab Israeli conflict.  Israel, being  about 2 and half time the size of Rhode Island, has been the focus of world wide attention because of conflict with the Arabs.  Lisa took us through a chronology of the many different conflicts, negotiations, the continued fight over the Sinai Peninsula and the many outcomes or failed outcomes from such.  Following the Camp David Accord in 1978, Israel and Egypt signed a peace treaty.   Under its terms, the Sinai Peninsula returned to Egyptian hands, and the Gaza Strip remained under Israeli control.  The agreement also provided for the free passage of Israeli ships through the Suez Canal and recognition of the  Strait of Tiran and the Gulf of Aqaba as international waterways.  Israel lost many jobs and continues to face conflict through random to the Arabs but has continued to strive for peace and with continued peace talks, but militant continue to derail and disrupt the negotiations.   Attacks on Israelis have increased exponentially, suicide bombers and rocket attacks continue.  Will there ever be peace?
Time -  8 minutes 29 seconds – qualified
“Increasing Value in Relationships”- Richie Deason
(Manual: CC Speech #2: Organize Your Speech; Time: 5-7 min)

Objectives:

· Select an appropriate outline which allows listeners to easily understand
· Make your message clear, with supporting material contributing to the message
· Use appropriate transitions when moving between ideas
· Create a strong opening and conclusion
We all now know that Richie does not have any friends….by choice.  His wife recently brought this to his attention which led him to give it some thought.  In business, success is the result of three things; 30% hardwork, 10% luck and 60% relationships.  Relationships are extremely important with vendors, employees, colleagues, customers and clients.  There are 3 ways to develop and strengthen relationships.  First, listen more than you talk.  Listen to likes and dislikes.  Toastmasters helps with listening skills through the various roles such as Ah counter and Grammarian.  Second, be honest with your relationships.  Turn mistakes into opportunities.  Richie shared a story of an incident in which his company made a mistake in drilling in a landfill.  They admitted the mistake, took care of it and the client has remained loyal and lucrative.  Third, contact clients regularly.  See how they are doing.  Use various sources of contact (linked in, facebook, phone, face to face meetings).  You can tell a lot about someone by their relationships or what people say about them when they are not in the room.  People fire vendors, not friends.
Time – 5 minutes 38 seconds
Speech Title: “Christmas Tree” – Rob McGoldrick
(Manual:  ACM, Speech, #2, Resources for Entertainment:  6-8 minutes
Objectives:

· Draw entertaining material from sources other than your own personal experience
· Adapt your material to suit your topic, your own personality and your audience
Rob shared a wonderful story of family dynamics during Christmas.  The story began with a young boy bringing milk in from the barn on Christmas morning and the development of the day from that moment on.  His mom and his Aunt making breakfast in the warm and cozy kitchen that still had the aroma of pies baked the night before.  His Dad’s tradition of hiding at the bottom of the stairs and then jumping out and picking the boys up, one at a time, and swinging them around while calling out “Christmas Tree!.”  After breakfast, uncles and aunts arrive for dinner, all bringing various parts of the meal to share.  And then we learn of one particular uncle, who has not been successful in keeping a job and seems to appear regularly around dinner time and leave with fruit and vegetables from the farm.  Walking in, the uncle tosses his coat to the youngster who spots two cigars in the packet.  Then he remembers some explosives he happened to have.  Hmmm, the next thing you know, the uncle is sitting beside the fireplace, drinking whisky and smoking his cigar when “BOOM”.  The drink spilled, the uncle was a mess and as the boy stood quietly and looked on, his Dad grabbed him up, swung him around and shouted “Christmas Tree!”.  All while giving the boy a sly wink.
Time – 5 minutes 38 seconds
Speech Title: “A Good Day” – Tom Nixon
(Manual: ACM – Interpretive Reading, Project #5 The Oratorical Speech
Time: 6 - 8 minutes 
Objectives: 

· Understand the structure of an effective speech
· To interpret and present a famous speech
Tom showed us how effective a power point presentation can be in supporting communication.  Tom is a graphic designer so he knows well how to put words and images together to communicate.  He read “A Good Day” by David Stiendl-Rast, a Benedictine Monk.  Each day is truly a gift.  As we look around at all of the colors the earth brings, the sky, wide eyes, the faces of the people we meet, water.  Tom seemed to magically pair various pictures with the reading to assist us in opening our hearts to all of the blessings each day brings.  He reminded us to be grateful for everything we have and shared that he continues to be grateful for all of us.  
Time – 6 minutes and 16 seconds
All speakers qualified.
Evaluations:
General Evaluator:  Charlene Anderson
Evaluator for Lisa Goodman

 
Judy Anderson
Evaluator for Richie Deason 


Daniel Jourdan
Evaluator for Rob McGoldrick


Clemmie Scott
Evaluator for Tom Nixon


Rush Netterville
Meeting Evaluation by Judy Anderson:
Judy kept comments brief to keep us on track but overall felt the meeting ran well.
Announcements
None
Awards
Most Enthusiastic Helper – Kumar Choudhuri
Best Table Topics –Daniel Jourdan (nice table dance)
Best Evaluator – Daniel Jourdan
Best Speaker –  Tom Nixon
