Toastmasters International

Presidents Club

District 14, Division D, Area 44, Club 1713
Record of Meeting

Date: November 16, 2011
Location: East Cobb Government Center

Theme:  “It’s Thanksgiving”
Toastmaster: 

· Lisa Goodman
Call to Order:

· Meeting called to order at 7:00 pm by Jim Dawson, stepping in for Sutham Cobkit.
Invocation and Pledge of Allegiance:
· Dave Brookmire explained the real meaning of the Pledge of Allegiance.
Business Meeting:

· Eric provided handouts for the following:
· Next meeting is an educational meeting led by Emory’s Comedy Group, Rathskellar

· Meeting will be held at 7pm at Whole Foods at Merchant’s Walk.  Join for dinner early (6:00 if you choose.  Marlow’s Tavern after the meeting.

· TM Banquet 1/14/2012.

· International Speech Contest 1/18/2012.

· Area 34 Contest 2/4/2012

Old Business – secured quotes for magnetic name tags.  

General Meeting Begins:
Helpers:
Jim Dawson


Joke Master
Dave Brookmire

Videographer

Rob McGoldrick

Ah Counter

Mack Miller


Vote Counter

Roslyn Dodell
 

Timer
Judy Anderson

Grammarian

Kumar Choudhuri

Table Topics Master
Table Topics:
Table Topics Master – Kumar Choudhuri
Table Topic “It’s Thanksgiving”
Kumar gave a brief history of the 1st Thanksgiving dinner and then asked,

Question 1:  “How did the turkey become the official bird of Thanksgiving?”
Rush Netterville answered that when the Europeans ran out of food, the Native Americans brought some to share.  Not sure if it was turkey but it was a great symbol of two different people coming together to celebrate in common.
Question 2:  “Johnny Carson once said that Thanksgiving is and emotional holiday.  People travel thousands of miles to be with family and then realize that it is too much.  Have you ever experience this?”
Jim Dawson shared that guests are like fish and start to smell after 3 days.  However, during those 3 days we can create good memories and have good cheer.  He shared a story of killing Thanksgiving dinner (a deer) and learned that after you kill it you cut out its liver and have a slice.  Hmmm.  He closed with the tip that you can travel where you want but the best place to be at Thanksgiving is at your own table and there is always room for one more.  
Question 3:  “What do you like to do after Thanksgiving?” 
Eric Holtzclaw shared that it was definitely not shopping.  On line shopping is the best.  Eric prefers to sleep in on Thanksgiving but still manages to visit 3 or 4 homes during the day.  One year they prayed in one, had dinner in the second and dessert in the third.  Oh yes, and don’t forget the Iron Bowl (Auburn/Alabama).  This is a big day in his home!
All Table Topic speakers qualified
Speeches:
“What Toastmaster Has Done For Me” – Justin Cobkit
(Manual: CC Speech #4: How To Say It; Time: 5-7 min)

Objectives:

· Select the right words, sentence structure to communicate your ideas clearly, vividly, accurately
· Use rhetorical devices to enhance, emphasize ideas
· Eliminate jargon, unnecessary words, use correct grammar
Justin began by singing a Thai song he 1st sang at Thai night when only 9.  His family is very involved in the Thai Association with both parents serving on the Board.  Justin noticed that at many events, members would sing, almost like a Karaoke night.  Justin learned this was in practice for Thai night.  Justin sang again at age 11 but as he grew older, he became shy.  When he joined Toastmasters, he began to develop confidence for a dynamic delivery, learned to practice for perfection and prepared so he could pull it all together.  This has given him the ability to perform again and he will do a hip/hop dance this December.  Thanks to Toastmasters, Justin will reclaim his stage and he will own it!!!!
Time -  5 minutes 5 seconds

“What are You Waiting For?”- Debbie Field
(Manual: CC Speech #9: Persuade with Power; Time: 5-7 min)

Objectives:

· Persuade listeners to adopt your viewpoint or ideas or take action
· Appeal to audience’s interest
· Use logic, emotion to support your position
Debbie shared thoughts about preparing for retirement and the importance of beginning to save early.  We will live longer healthier lives.  Following retirement we will still have 20 or so more years to live without a paycheck.  We don’t want to live with our children just because we have nowhere else to go.

Social Security was originally designed to provide 40% of retirement income with the remainder coming from pensions and personal savings.  In 2042 it is projected that Social Security will no longer be able to meet its obligations.  It is everyone’s responsibility to save for retirement and it can be done with a good plan, hard work, and developing good habits.  Think about those frivolous expenditures before making them and make good decisions in planning for retirement.
Time – 6 minutes 2 seconds
Speech Title: “The Thanksgiving of the Future” – Judi Rogers
(Manual:  Adv Communication, Specialty Speeches, #4, Read Aloud  Time:  5-7 minutes
Objectives:

· Arrive at understanding the elements that comprise oral interpretation and how it differs from preparing, giving a speech
· Learn the principles of presentation and skill of interpretative reading with regard to voice and body.
In college, Judi read a book about Thanksgiving in the future but couldn’t remember how to tell it.  She tried to research the author but to no avail.  She decided to write her own recollection.  Professor Plum developed pellets as a food source, completely dehydrated, convenient and 100% nutritious.  60 years later a father and his children are sitting around a tube playing a game of the future waiting for mom to finish cooking Thanksgiving dinner.  The aroma was wonderful and finally mom appeared with a platter and a very small thimble sized bowl turned upside down on it.  Upon lifting it, they saw the pellet dinner which was to feed 15 people.  When they bowed their heads to say grace, Baby Sylvester swallowed the entire pellet.  No one knows for sure what happened next but thoughts are they he exploded into a million pieces (or he could have been abducted by aliens.)

Time – 5 minutes 55 seconds
Speech Title: “Foundations of Relations” – Rich Hart
(Manual: Advance Communication Series – The Speech to Inform 
Time: 8 - 10 minutes 
Objectives: 

· Select new, useful information for presentation
· Organize the information for easy understanding, retention

· Present information in a way that will help motivate learning
The Simple moments that we treasure, create a journey for a lifetime.  Rich shared that journeys and the people we come into contact with along the way make an impact on our lives.  The foundations we build give us the ability to communicate and build relationships.  There are 3 foundation points we should keep in mind:
· Trust – understanding and trust inside of a relationship takes time.  Trust is the factor in building long relationships.

· Friendship – building friendships along the way is very important.  

· Communication – how we talk and how we share a point of reference supports the foundation.  

Words are very powerful.  Trust, friendship and communication are the foundations of relationships.  

Time – 9 minutes
All speakers qualified.

Evaluations:
General Evaluator:  Charlene Anderson
Evaluator for Justin Cobkit
 
Rush Netterville
Evaluator for Debbie Field 

Eric Holtzclaw
Evaluator for Judi Rogers

Rob McGoldrick
Evaluator for Rich Hart

Jim Dawson
Meeting Evaluation:
The meeting ran on time, we sometimes get a little off track during the business meeting due to the interaction of participants.
Announcements
Jim Dawson reminded everyone of the Story Telling events in Roswell.  
Awards
Most Enthusiastic Helper – Rob McGoldrick
Best Table Topics –Jim Dawson
Best Evaluator – Jim Dawson
Best Speaker –  Debbie Field 
