Toastmasters International

Presidents Club

District 14, Division D, Area 44, Club 1713
Record of Meeting

Date: February 15, 2012
Location: East Cobb Government Center

Theme:  “Valentine’s Day”
Toastmaster: 

· Eric Holtzclaw
Call to Order:

· Meeting called to order at 7:00 pm by Sutham Cobkit.

· Sutham energized members by performing a quick walk on his hands.  
Invocation and Pledge of Allegiance:
Judi Rogers shared a Valentine poem and then gave the invocation.
Business Meeting:

· Clemmie reminded all of upcoming dues = $60.00
· Clemmie provided a Treasurer’s report.  We have cash on hand of $2143.78.

· Jim Dawson reminded all that the club will gratis dues for retiree, Ed Laporta.

General Meeting Begins:
Helpers:
Mack Miller


Joke Master
Dave Brookmire

Videographer

Sandy Weaver Carman
Ah Counter

Clemmie Scott

Vote Counter 
Ernie Pollitzer 
 

Timer
Charlene Anderson

Grammarian

Richie Deason


Table Topics Master

Word of the Day:   Vilipend
Table Topics:
Table Topics Master – Richie Deason
Richie brought a bag of valentine heart candy with inscriptions and had each Table Topics participant choose a heart and talk about the inscription

Heart #1 picked by Judi Rogers:  “My love”
Judy is not sure why we celebrate Valentine’s day since St, Valentine is dead but a friend reminded her that Valentine Day is about god and love.  Judi confirmed it was a big spending day but if we can’t tell someone we love them 364 days (or 365 this year) of the year, what good is one special day?
Heart #2 picked by Mack Miller:  “You’re so hot”. (Mack looked somewhat sheepish about this one.)
Mack agreed that he could not argue with that and doesn’t even need the help of alcohol to look better.  He took the compliment to heart and said it meant a lot to him as in the early days, he didn’t get much (referring to recognition.)
Heart # 3 picked by Rush Netterville:  
We never heard what Rush’s heart actually said but he shared that he celebrated Valentine’s Day with his wife by eating in the dining room and then helping her grade papers.  He shared with us that romance is different in various cultures.  His son once told him that in some parts of the world, a man marries his wife and doesn’t really know her!  Rush let him know that happens in ALL parts of the world….
All Table Topics speakers qualified.
Speeches:
“Just Do It” – Debbie Field
(Manual: CC, Speech #10: Inspire Your Audience; Time: 8 - 10 min)

Objectives:

· To inspire the audience by appealing to noble motives and challenging the audience to achieve a higher level of beliefs or achievement. \
· Appeal to the audience's needs and emotions using stories, anecdotes and quotes to add drama. 
· Avoid using notes
“He who has health, has hope; and he who has hope, has everything.”  Debbie shared the importance of including exercise in everyday life.  Childhood obesity is increasing at an alarming rate as well early diabetes onset.  The aging population loses strength, endurance, balance and flexibility due to inactivity more than aging.  The remainder of the population does not vary exercise as they should.  This coupled with poor diet and stress can lead to a weakened immune system.  There are three main components of fitness and a range of options within each, Aerobic, flexibility and strength building.  We should learn about the various activities in each area, and find out how long and how often to do them to reach fitness goals. Core strength exercises should also be included regularly.  There are many ways to add exercise to your daily life.  Take the stairs, go on a walk, join activities with friends such as biking, hiking, playing catch, swimming.  Look for all different ways to keep moving and “Just Do It”.

“Praying for Fire”- Daniel Jourdan
(Manual: Speaking To Inform:  The Speech To Inform, Time 5-7 min)

· Select new and useful information for presentation to the audience
· Organize the information for easy understandability and retention

· Present the information in a way that will help motivate the audience to learn
DJ was recently solving the world’s problems by paining and spackling his 13 year old son’s bedroom.  His son was trying to help but making a few mistakes.  After receiving some coaching from his Dad, his son pleaded “Dad, just let me fail.  It is an easy one and I will learn much more.”  DJ recounted his elementary school days at Thomas Alva Edison elementary school and shared the story of a fire destroying Edison’s workshop.  Looking at the fire, Edison remarked, “In all your life you may never see a fire such as this.”  He wasn’t worried about what he lost but continued to move forward.  This is how we need to fix America.  We need to move forward.  Think of DJ’s 13 year old son who wasn’t afraid of failing and wanted to move forward rather than sitting and watching.
Speech Title: “Finding Focus, Fighting Challenge” – Rich Hart
(Manual: Advanced Manual: Public Relations Project 3: The Persuasive Approach; Time: 5-7 min)

Objectives:

· Direct a persuasive appeal to the audience’s self-interests using a combination of fact and emotions that appears extemporaneous
· Persuade the audience to adapt your viewpoint

· Use at least one visual aid to enhance the audience’s understanding.
Life presents challenges along the way and often there is one missing ingredient, Focus.  Each of us has the greatest intentions to get better but unfortunately always runs short.  Intention without action is just another thought.  On March 10, 2010 all the parts came together as Rich walked across the stage in nothing but red bikini underwear (I am guessing this was in jest).  It was his 1st body builder competition.  It was seven months of preparation.  Sometimes his brain would tell him it was too painful.  Then he found a mentor.  He worked out 2 – 3 hours per day.  He grew sick of eating food.  He had to consume 325 grams of protein a day.  With a child and responsibilities, he had to focus to make it a reality.  What does it take for you to meet your challenges?  If your intentions are clear and your execution on spot, it means your focus was there.
Speech Title: “You Get What You Need” – Tom Nixon
(Manual: Story Telling Manual 2: Let’s Get Personal, Project 5: 8 - 10 minutes 
Objectives: 

· To learn the elements of a good story
· To create and tell an original story based on a personal experience.

“You can’t always get what you want.  But if you try sometime, well you might find, you get what you need.”  The Rolling Stones.   After having his daughter, Tom and his wife decided she would stay and home and raise her while Tom worked.  He had three jobs; Home Depot, a Frame Shop and being self-employed.  Tom always had a dream of being a photographer.  He wanted to be the one producing images that people wanted.  He soon found that it is who you know, not what you know that got you into this career.  He spent his days knocking on doors and finally got an appointment with an advertising agency.  He spent a week preparing his portfolio.  As he was driving downtown, a voice kept telling him that he didn’t belong there.  As he entered the conference room and saw the work of other photographers on the wall, his heart sunk.  The ad executive took a look at his work and said “thank you” and walked out.  However, shortly afterwards he was given the opportunity to clean up a brochure for a company.  He poured himself into graphic design and put the 1st brochure together.  He had found his niche and has become very good at it.  Sometimes dreams you bury give rise to new dreams.  
Daniel Jourdan as the only qualifier.
Evaluations:
General Evaluator:  Lisa Goodman
The meeting went a little long and helpers were reminded to be brief.  

Evaluator for Debbie Field

 
Tom Brandon
Evaluator for Daniel Jourdan 


Judy Anderson
Evaluator for Rich Hart


Sutham Cobkit
Evaluator for Tom Nixon


Kumar Choudhuri
Announcements
Story telling event this weekend, February 17th and 18th at Callanwolde in Decatur.  There will be a concert and workshops.  Roswell is celebrating black history February 23 at the Visitor’s center.  Eric Holtzclaw is organizing a workshop to teach teachers to teach entrepreneurs.  He is looking for speakers for the event.  It will be November 9, 10, 11 downtown.  There will be 250- 300 educators.  If you are interested, please contact Eric.
Awards
Most Enthusiastic Helper – Sandy Weaver Carman
Best Table Topics –Mack Miller
Best Evaluator – Kumar Choudhuri
Best Speaker –  Daniel Jourdan
